
Arcuri Statement Of Support For Stop NYRI One Year Anniversary

  

Washington, DC -- U.S. Representative Michael A. Arcuri (D-Utica) released the following letter
of support to community activists at the Stop NYRI Rally in Sherburne, NY on Saturday, May
19th. 

  

                                             
May 19, 2007

  

Dear Fellow Stop NYRI supporters:

  

            I regret that I cannot join you today on the one year anniversary of the date New York
Regional Interconnection (NYRI) filed its ill-conceived and poorly planned proposal with the New
York State Public Service Commission.  

  

            I congratulate all of your for your fervor and determination in opposing this project.  I
assure you, you are engaged in a righteous fight – opposing a greedy corporation from running
roughshod over your communities without regard for local concerns or public health – and rest
assured I will fight tooth and nail to stop NYRI from running a scar through our backyards and
our communities.

  

I’ve lived in Upstate New York nearly my entire life, and I can say without hesitation that no
other issue has ever generated so much opposition from the community at-large.  To be honest,
it seems that the only group to support this proposal is the company itself.  

  

At the Federal level, the greatest challenge we face in opposing this project is Section 1221 of
the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  This law allows the Department of Energy and Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission to override the judgment of state and local policymakers in approving
projects like the one proposed by NYRI.

  

Since my election last November, I have fought at every turn, and in every way possible, the
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ability of NYRI to use federal eminent domain to construct a power line. 

  

I am thankful for your commitment to the cause and your support in the past months and I am
sure in the months to come.  Working together, we have been able to make great strides
against this devastating power line proposal.  

  

      In February, I joined my colleagues U.S. Reps. John Hall and Maurice Hinchey in
introducing two pieces of legislation which would effectively prevent the NYRI power line
proposal from using federal eminent domain law to condemn private property along the
proposed route.  

  

      I successfully amended the Rail & Public Transportation Security Act to require the
Departments of Homeland Security and Transportation to evaluate the safety and security of
placing high voltage direct current electric transmission power lines along active railroad
rights-of-way.

  

      In April, I questioned witnesses, including a high-level Energy Department official, regarding
NYRI’s proposal during a House Oversight and Government Reform Committee hearing –
challenging them to justify ignoring local concerns and usurping local energy policy.

  

      When the Department of Energy (DOE) announced a draft National Interest Electric
Transmission Corridor (NIETC) covering a vast majority of New York State, I joined my
colleagues, Reps. Hinchey and Hall, and many of the people gathered here today and
demanded that the DOE to hold additional hearings in Upstate New York. I have also requested
additional Congressional hearings on this federal policy that takes away local rights in all states
except for a large part of Texas.

  

      The most recent addition to our arsenal against NYRI, is that we asked the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies to
insert language into the spending bill that would prohibit the DOE from using any money in its
budget to implement these corridors that would allow federal agencies to consider projects such
as NYRI’s.
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      I know you all share my strong feelings that the Department of Energy’s decision to hold
another public meeting in Rochester is insulting and unacceptable.  The purpose of these public
hearings is to provide people like everyone here today an opportunity to voice their concerns
and to question DOE officials.  

  

Next week I will host public meetings in Utica (Thursday, May 31) and Norwich (Saturday, June
2), which the DOE will be invited to attend, to allow everyone to voice their concerns about
power lines such as the one proposed by NYRI.  I will continue to do everything in my power to
ensure that the voices of citizens of Upstate New York are heard loud and clear in Washington

  

These efforts are just the beginning.  With your continued energy and assistance, we will
continue this fight until we have won. 

  

Sincerely,

  

MICHAEL A. ARCURI
Member of Congress

  

###
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